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Savage, Senseless War. 

The conflict in Northern Mexico between the 
inmrreetos and the government troops, which now 
happily seems to be coming to an end, can hardly be 
called war in the accepted sense of the word. But 
whatever term may be used to describe it, it has 
exhibited, in its small way, all, or nearly all, the 
characteristics of war. The appeal has been to brute 
violence, to the arbitrament of powder and bullets, 
to the savage spitting of machine guns, to cunning 
and deception. Men have stood up in opposing 
bands and shot each other to death or blown each 



other to pieces from behind rocks and bushes, re- 
gardless of the ties of race, of family, of humanity. 
Property has been destroyed, widows and orphans 
have been made, non-combatants have been driven 
from their homes, while the bloody struggle has 
raged. 

War, big or little, can never be changed in its 
essential nature. It is impossible to humanize it, for 
it is always inhuman. Some of its attendant horrors 
and cruelties have been suppressed, and others will 
be. But in itself it remains, and always will remaiD, 
the same savage, senseless thing. It decides nothing 
as to the justice of the thing about which men fight. 
It only determines which of the two combatants is, 
all things considered, the strongest, the most cunning, 
the most crushingly brutal. If the insurgents in 
Mexico win, it will not prove that the Diaz govern- 
ment has been undemocratic and tyrannical ; if Diaz 
wins, it will determine nothing as to the Tightness 
and justice of the course he has followed. 

There is in this direction still an enormous work 
of public enlightenment and public moralization to 
accomplish. Vast numbers of people still, in spite 
of the immense progress of humanization which has 
been made, as soon as their passions are stirred by 
injustice and wrong, or their " patriotism " offended, 
instinctively turn for redress to the fist, the club, the 
rifle and gatling gun. This is true in all countries 
— Japan, Germany, Great Britain, the United States, 
as well as in Mexico. The governments them- 
selves are affected in this way perhaps even more 
readily than the people. They do not seem to be 
capable, often, of throwing off the old habit. It is> 
so much easier to have recourse to the army and the 
navy, to fortifications and big guns, than to the saner 
and more certain ways of conciliation and negotiation. 

The campaign of public education in right princi- 
ples and moral self-control must therefore go on 
perhaps for a long time after unlimited treaties of 
arbitration are concluded between the leading coun- 
tries. Men must be persuaded that resort to violence 
in our day is unworthy of them ; that there is no 
real justice, no redress for wrong, in brute force ; 
that it only adds cruelty to cruelty, injustice to in- 
justice. The ape and tiger must be worked out of 
men, the savage and barbarous eliminated. This is 
more fundamental work than the negotiation of arbi- 
tration treaties and the holding of Hague Confer- 
ences, imperative as these are. The latter will take 
care of themselves, certainly and swiftly, if we only 



